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1 . SUMMARY: KGB HARASSMENT OF "SUNDAY SEMINAR" GROUP OF 
JEWISH DISSIDENTS IS INCREASING. APPARENT AIM IS TO CAUSE 

IT TO CEASE ITS ACTIVITIES. SEMINAR ORGANIZERS ARE QUITE 
CONCERNED, BUT DETERMINED TO CARRY ON. END SUMMARY. 

2. MARK AZBEL AND VIKTOR BRAYLOV SKIY, TWO OF THE 
ORGANIZERS OT THE "SUNDAY SEMINAR" GROUP OF JEWISH DISSIDENTS. 
TOLD US JANUARY 13 ABOUT A RECENT INCREASE IN POLICE HARASSMENT. 
IN THE LAST THREE WEEKS THERE HAVE BEEN SEVEN INTERROGATIONS 
OF MEMBERS OF THE "SUNDAY SEMINAR" GROUP. THERE HAVE ALSO 
BEEN FOUR SEARCHES OF DISSIDENTS' APARTMENTS. ALTHOUGH THE 
OSTENSIBLE PURPOSE FOR THE INTERROGATIONS WAS AN INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE PUBLICATION AND DISSEMINATION OF THE CLANDESTINE 
JOURNAL "YEVREI V SSSR", THE KGB INTERROGATORS INTIMATED 

THAT THEY WERE ATTEMPTING TO PUT AN END TO THE MEETINGS 
OF THE "SUNDAY SEMINAR". THEY REPORTEDLY SAID THAT 
WHAT GOES ON IN THE "SUNDAY SEMINAR" IS (A) NO BETTER 
THAN ESPIONAGE, (B) IS ANTI-SOVIET, AND (C) IS IN ANY 
CASE CERTAINLY ILLEGAL. 
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3. THE CURRENT APARTMENT SEARCHES, OUR SOURCES SAY. IN- 
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VOLVE AN INNOVATION IN SOVIET LEGAL PRACTICE. IN ONE 
CASE A DISSIDENT WHO LIVES ALONE WAS TOLD DURING HIS 
INTERROGATION AT A POLICE STATION THAT AT THAT MOMENT HIS 
APARTMENT WAS BEING SEARCHED. HE PROTESTED THIS BREACH OF 
SOVIET LEGALITY AND WAS TOLD IT WAS ONLY AN "UNOFFICIAL 
SEARCH." THE AUTHORITIES REPORTEDLY ADMITTED THAT THEY 
DID NOT KNOW EXACTLY WHAT THEY MIGHT FIND, AND SINCE THEY 
COULD NOT LEGALLY SEARCH AN APRTMENT WITHOUT A SPECIFIC OBJECT 
THEY WERE TAKING THIS OPPORTUNITY TO LOOK FOR POSSIBLY IN- 
CRIMINATING MATERIAL WHICH THEY COULD THEN USE AS A 
PRETEXT FOR A LEGAL SEARCH. OUR SOURCES REPORT THAT THIS IS 
THE FIRST TIME, AS FAR AS THEY KNOW, THAT THE KGB HAS ADMITTED 
TO USING THIS PRACTICE. 

4. THE "SUNDAY SEMINAR" SESSION OF JANUARY 4 WAS MARKED BY 
THE SUDDEN ARRIVAL OF TWO SOVIET OFFICIALS, ONE IN UNIFORM 
AND ONE NOT. THEY CAME TO SAY THAT THE NEIGHBORS HAD 
COMPLAINED AT THE NOISE OF THE SEMINAR'S DISCUSSIONS. 

THEY LEFT, THREATENING UNSPECIFIED ACTIONS WHEN IT 

WAS POINTED OUT TO THEM THAT NO SOVIET REGULATION 
PROHIBITS THE NOISE OF CONVERSATION DURING THE DAY. 

5. OUR SOURCES FEEL THAT THE AUTHORITIES ARE SERIOUS 

IN THEIR ATTEMPTS TO CHOKE OFF THE SUNDAY SEMINAR. THEY 
HAVE BECOME IRRITATED AT A RECENT INCREASE IN THE NUMBER 
OF PARTICIPANTS (SOMETIMES UP TO 65) AND THE FACT THAT 
FOREIGN VISITORS OFTEN ADDRESS THE SEMINAR. THE ULTIMATE 
INSULT, OUR SOURCES FEEL, MAY HAVE BEEN THE PRESENTATION 
ON JEWISH MEDICAL ETHICS WHICH BRITISH CHIEF RABBI 
JACOBOWITZ MADE DURING HIS RECENT TRIP HERE (REFTEL). 

JACOBOWITZ HAD MADE CLEAR TO HIS SOVIET HOSTS THAT HE 
INTENDED TO ADDRESS THE SEMINAR AND HAD EVEN USED HIS 
OFFICIALLY PROVIDED CHAIKA TO BE TAKEN TO THE SEMINAR. 

6. AZBEL AND BRAYLOVSKIY ADMIT TO BEING QUITE WORRIED AT 
THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH THE AUTHORITIES SEEM TO BE 
TAKING THE CURRENT ACTIVITIES OF THE "SUNDAY SEMINAR." 

THEY CLAIM NEVERTHELESS THAT THEY PLAN TO CON- 
TINUE ITS MEETINGS AND WILL PROBABLY TRY TO GET SOME STORIES 
ABOUT THE NEW HARASSMENT INTO THE WESTERN PRESS. 
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